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Portland, Vic
Be at the heart of it in Portland. 

Nestled along the picturesque coastline of Victoria,
Australia, lies the charming seaside town of Portland.

Living in Portland offers a unique blend of coastal
beauty, historical richness, and a relaxed community

atmosphere. With its stunning beaches, lush greenery,
and vibrant arts scene, residents enjoy a laid-back
lifestyle amidst breathtaking natural surroundings.

Whether strolling along the rugged cliffs, exploring the
town's maritime heritage, or indulging in fresh seafood

delights, life in Portland is a tranquil retreat infused with
coastal charm.

Summer
temps

The traditional
custodians of the land
around Portland,
Victoria, are the
Gunditjmara people. The
Gunditjmara have a rich
cultural heritage and
connection to the area.

Portland, Victoria, is home
to the only mainland
colony of Australian fur
seals. These playful marine
mammals can often be
spotted lounging on the
rocks or frolicking in the
waters around the town's
coastline.

residents

25°C to
30°C



Your new workplace in
Portland

We are proud members of the Portland
community and take part in our local rotary
club and schools. We also have
intergenerational visits from the schools,
where residents and students participate in
activities together – everyone has a blast. Our
community is so involved with the home, from
the cadets and Lighthouse Brigade to the
churches coming to conduct services. It’s a
wonderful way to meet some of our diverse
community.  

Welcome to Portland! And thanks
for your interest in our home and
team. 

As a team, we are close knit and work hard
together to get the job done with a smile on each
team member's face. A lot of our initiatives are
brought to us by staff and we encourage these
ideas and help them flourish in the home. We have
a strong roster of volunteers also who add another
layer to our team, plus some brilliant
entertainment.  
We love to welcome new team members, and
particularly if you are thinking of relocating this is a
brilliant and welcoming community to join.  

We can’t wait to work with you!



Living in Portland, Victoria, offers a
tranquil coastal lifestyle amidst
stunning natural landscapes and rich
cultural heritage. From its picturesque
beaches to its vibrant community
spirit, Portland welcomes residents
with a blend of coastal charm and
historical significance.

Public Transport

Bus
In Portland, the primary mode of public
transportation is the bus service
operated by local providers such as
Portland Transit. These buses run on
several routes throughout the town,
connecting residential areas with
shopping districts, recreational
facilities, and other key destinations.

While the bus network serves as a vital
link for those without private vehicles,
it's worth noting that services may be
less frequent compared to larger urban
centres.

Additionally, some residents rely on
regional coach services for longer-
distance travel to nearby cities such as
Melbourne. However, given Portland's
relatively compact size, walking and
cycling are also popular transportation
options for short distances, especially
within the town centre.

Train
Portland, Victoria, does not have a train
station or direct train services within
the town itself. The closest railway
station is in the nearby city of
Warrnambool, which is approximately
100 kilometres (about 62 miles) east of
Portland. From Warrnambool, there are
V/Line train services that connect to
Melbourne and other regional
destinations. 

Airport
Portland, Victoria, does not have
its own airport. The nearest major
airport is Melbourne Airport (also
known as Tullamarine Airport),
located approximately 350
kilometres east of Portland. From
Melbourne Airport, travellers can
access domestic and international
flights to various destinations.
Additionally, there are smaller
regional airports in nearby cities
such as Warrnambool and Mount
Gambier, which offer limited flight
services to selected destinations
within Australia.



Quality Education
Regional schools in Victoria are
known for providing a high standard
of education. Teachers are dedicated
to their profession and often foster
strong relationships with students
and families.

Challenges
Like many regional areas, schools in
Portland may face challenges related
to funding, access to specialized
resources, and attracting and
retaining teachers.

Strong Sense of Community
One of the defining features of
schools in Portland is the strong
sense of community. Families often
value the supportive and close-knit
environment that smaller schools in
regional areas can provide.

Overall, schools in Portland, Victoria,
offer a blend of quality education,
community involvement, and a focus
on the unique aspects of the region.
Families considering schooling
options in Portland can expect a
supportive and engaging educational
experience tailored to the needs and
interests of students in this regional
setting.

Schools
Schools in Portland offer a unique
educational experience within a
regional setting. 

Diverse School Options
Portland has a range of schools,
including government schools, Catholic
schools, and independent schools.
Families can choose from different
educational philosophies and
approaches.

Community Involvement
 Schools in Portland often have close
ties with the community. They may
collaborate with local businesses,
organizations, and indigenous groups
to enrich students' learning
experiences.

Focus on Agriculture and Industry
Given Portland's history as a port city
with significant agricultural and
industrial activities, schools may offer
programs related to these sectors, such
as agriculture studies or vocational
training.

Outdoor Education
Schools take advantage of the natural
surroundings, including nearby
beaches, forests, and parks, to
incorporate outdoor education into the
curriculum. Activities like camping,
hiking, and environmental studies are
common.

Small Class Sizes
Compared to schools in larger cities,
Portland schools may benefit from
smaller class sizes, allowing for more
personalized attention and support for
students.

Sports and Extracurricular Activities
Schools in Portland often prioritize
sports and extracurricular activities.
Students have opportunities to
participate in sports teams, music
ensembles, drama productions, and
other clubs and groups.



Dining & Nightlife
Portland, offers a charming array of
dining and nightlife options despite its
smaller size. 

Dining

Local Seafood
Given its coastal location, Portland
boasts excellent seafood dining. You
can enjoy fresh fish and shellfish at
various restaurants along the
waterfront.

Cafés and Bakeries
Explore quaint cafés and bakeries
serving up delicious breakfast, brunch,
and coffee. These spots often feature
local produce and homemade treats.

Pub Fare
Traditional Aussie pub meals are
available at local hotels and taverns.
Expect hearty classics like steak,
burgers, and chicken parma.

International Cuisine
You'll find a variety of international
cuisines in Portland, including Thai,
Chinese, Indian, and Italian. These
restaurants offer diverse flavours to
suit different tastes.

Farm-to-Table Experiences
Some eateries in the region prioritize
using local, seasonal ingredients. Look
for farm-to-table restaurants offering
innovative dishes inspired by regional
produce.

Nightlife

Pubs and Bars 
Portland has several pubs and bars
where you can unwind with a drink and
socialize. Some establishments offer
live music on weekends.

Clubs and Lounges
While Portland's nightlife scene is
relatively laid-back compared to larger
cities, you can find clubs and lounges
that host events and DJ nights,
especially during weekends and
holidays.

Local Events
Keep an eye out for local events and
festivals that may include evening
entertainment. These can be great
opportunities to experience live music,
performances, or themed parties.

Waterfront Views
Enjoy a relaxing evening by the
waterfront with a drink in hand. Some
restaurants and bars offer outdoor
seating with beautiful views of the bay.

Wine Tasting
Explore nearby wineries and vineyards
for wine tasting experiences. Some
venues may also offer evening events
or dinners paired with local wines.

While Portland's nightlife may not be as
bustling as larger cities, it offers a laid-
back and friendly atmosphere that
reflects the region's coastal charm.
Whether you're looking for a casual
meal with ocean views or a lively
evening out with friends, you'll find
enjoyable dining and nightlife options
in Portland, Victoria.



Employment Opportunities
for your family

Portland, like many regional areas,
offers a range of employment
opportunities across different sectors.
While the job market in Portland may
not be as extensive as in larger cities,
there are still various industries and
fields where employment can be found.
Here are some key sectors and
employment opportunities in Portland:

Maritime and Logistics
Portland is a significant port city, and
therefore, there are employment
opportunities in maritime-related
industries such as shipping, logistics,
and marine services. This includes jobs
in port operations, cargo handling,
shipping agencies, and marine
engineering.

Manufacturing and Industry
The manufacturing sector in Portland
includes industries like timber
processing, aluminium production, and
food processing. There are
opportunities for skilled tradespeople,
machine operators, engineers, and
supervisors in these industries.

Healthcare and Aged Care
Like many regions, healthcare is a
major employer in Portland.
Opportunities exist in hospitals,
medical clinics, aged care facilities, and
community health services. Roles range
from nursing and allied health
professions to administration and
support staff.

Education
Schools and educational institutions in
Portland provide employment opportunities
for teachers, education support staff, and
administrative personnel. This includes both
government and independent schools.

Tourism and Hospitality
With its coastal location and natural
attractions, tourism plays a role in the local
economy. Jobs can be found in
accommodation, restaurants, cafes, tour
operators, and visitor services.

Retail
Retail stores and businesses in Portland
provide employment in sales, customer
service, and management positions. This
includes both large retail chains and local
businesses.

Construction and Trades
The construction sector offers opportunities
for builders, carpenters, electricians,
plumbers, and other tradespeople.
Infrastructure projects and
residential/commercial developments
contribute to employment in this field.

Agribusiness and Farming
Agriculture is a significant industry in the
surrounding region. Employment
opportunities exist in farming, agribusiness,
viticulture, and horticulture.

Government and Public Services
Local government and public services (e.g.,
council, emergency services) provide
employment opportunities in administration,
public works, community services, and
regulatory roles.

Professional Services
Professional services such as accounting,
legal, real estate, and consulting also offer
employment opportunities in Portland.

To explore job openings in Portland, you
can check online job boards, local
newspapers, and community notice boards. 



Shopping
Shopping in Portland offers a mix of
local boutiques, specialty stores, and
larger retailers that cater to the needs
of residents and visitors alike. While
Portland may not have the extensive
shopping options of larger cities, it still
provides a charming and convenient
shopping experience. Here are some
highlights of shopping in Portland:

Local Markets
Explore local markets for fresh
produce, artisanal goods, crafts, and
handmade products. The Portland
Farmers' Market, held regularly,
showcases local produce and artisan
products from the region.

Retail Precincts
The main shopping area in Portland is
located along Bentinck Street and
Percy Street. Here, you'll find a range of
shops, boutiques, cafes, and eateries
offering clothing, accessories, gifts,
homewares, and more.

Specialty Stores
Discover specialty stores selling unique
items such as locally-made art and
crafts, antiques, books, and souvenirs.
These stores add character to
Portland's shopping scene and are
great for finding one-of-a-kind
treasures.

Fashion and Accessories
Browse clothing boutiques and shoe
stores for fashion items catering to
different styles and preferences. You
can find both popular brands and
locally-designed pieces.

Homewares and Decor
Explore stores offering homewares,
furniture, and decor items for your
living space. Whether you're looking for
vintage finds or contemporary designs,
there are options to suit various tastes.

Sports and Outdoors
Portland's outdoor lifestyle means
there are stores specializing in sports
and outdoor equipment. Whether
you're into fishing, camping, or water
sports, you can find gear and supplies
in town.

Supermarkets and Convenience Stores
Larger supermarkets like Coles and
Woolworths provide grocery essentials,
while smaller convenience stores cater
to immediate needs.

Shopping Centres
Portland has a few shopping centres
that house multiple retailers under one
roof. These centres offer a convenient
shopping experience with a range of
stores, cafes, and services.

Local Art Galleries
Explore art galleries in Portland to
admire and purchase local artworks,
including paintings, sculptures,
ceramics, and more.

Online Shopping and Delivery
Some local businesses offer online
shopping and delivery services,
allowing you to shop conveniently from
home or while on the go.



Parks & Recreation
Portland offers a range of parks,
outdoor spaces, and recreational
activities that highlight the region's
natural beauty and coastal setting.
Whether you enjoy hiking, water sports,
wildlife watching, or simply relaxing in
scenic surroundings, there are plenty of
options for outdoor recreation in and
around Portland.

Portland Botanic Gardens
Located near the town centre, the
Portland Botanic Gardens is a peaceful
oasis featuring native and exotic plants,
picnic areas, walking paths, and a
sensory garden. It's a lovely spot for a
leisurely stroll or a family outing.

Nunns Beach
This picturesque beach is popular for
swimming, surfing, fishing, and
beachcombing. There are picnic
facilities and coastal walking tracks
nearby, offering beautiful views of the
coastline.

Cape Nelson State Park
Just a short drive from Portland, Cape
Nelson State Park offers scenic coastal
walks, including the Cape Nelson
lighthouse walk, which provides
panoramic views of the ocean and
surrounding cliffs. The park is also
home to diverse wildlife and bird
species.

Bridgewater Bay and Blowholes
Visit Bridgewater Bay to witness the
impressive blowholes in action during
high tide. This natural phenomenon
occurs when waves crash against the
rocks, creating spectacular sprays of
water.

Great South West Walk
Portland is a gateway to the Great
South West Walk, a 250-kilometre
hiking trail that loops through coastal
landscapes, forests, and national parks.
You can explore shorter sections of the
trail for day hikes.

Lee Breakwater and Marina
Take a walk along the Lee Breakwater to
enjoy views of the harbour, marina, and
surrounding coastline. The breakwater is a
popular spot for fishing and provides
opportunities for birdwatching.

Glenelg River
Venture inland to the Glenelg River, where
you can enjoy canoeing, kayaking, and
boating amidst scenic river red gum
forests. The river is known for its tranquil
waters and abundant birdlife.

Glenelg National Park
Located north of Portland, Glenelg
National Park offers bushwalking trails,
camping areas, and opportunities for
wildlife spotting. Look out for kangaroos,
echidnas, and native birds.

Portland Skate Park
If you're into skateboarding or BMX riding,
visit the Portland Skate Park located near
Fawthrop Lagoon. The park features
ramps, rails, and other obstacles for
skating enthusiasts.

Fishing and Boating
Portland is a renowned fishing
destination, with opportunities for shore
fishing, boat fishing, and charters. You can
catch a variety of fish species, including
snapper, whiting, and tuna, depending on
the season.



Things to do in Portland

Great South
West Walk

Cape Nelson
Lightouse

Portland Botanic
Gardens

Portland Cable
Trams

Maritime
Discovery Centre Nuns Beach 

Cape Bridgewater
Blowholes

Portland Vintage
Market

Glenelg River

https://www.capenelsonlighthouse.com.au/
https://www.capenelsonlighthouse.com.au/
https://www.glenelg.vic.gov.au/Discover-Our-Shire/Parks-Playgrounds-Pools-and-Reserves/Portland-Botanic-Gardens
https://www.glenelg.vic.gov.au/Discover-Our-Shire/Parks-Playgrounds-Pools-and-Reserves/Portland-Botanic-Gardens
https://greatsouthwestwalk.com/
https://greatsouthwestwalk.com/
https://www.visitportland.com.au/maritime-discovery-centre/
https://www.visitportland.com.au/maritime-discovery-centre/
https://www.visitportland.com.au/nuns-beach-walk/
https://www.visitportland.com.au/nuns-beach-walk/
http://www.portlandcabletrams.com.au/index.html
http://www.portlandcabletrams.com.au/index.html
https://www.instagram.com/portlandvtgmarket/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/portlandvtgmarket/?hl=en
https://www.parks.vic.gov.au/places-to-see/parks/lower-glenelg-national-park/where-to-stay/glenelg-river-canoe-trail
https://www.parks.vic.gov.au/places-to-see/parks/lower-glenelg-national-park/where-to-stay/glenelg-river-canoe-trail
https://www.parks.vic.gov.au/places-to-see/sites/cape-bridgewater-blowholes
https://www.parks.vic.gov.au/places-to-see/sites/cape-bridgewater-blowholes


Useful links
Local Council
Portland Council
Website

Australian Bureau of
Statistics 
For census and cost of
living data
http://www.abs.gov.au/

Property 
realestate.com.au
domain.com.au

Bupa Links
Bupa Care Services Australia. 
Here you will find information
about each of our care homes and
more about working for Bupa. 

Avature 
Login to update your profile and
check the status of your
application

Bupa Careers 

Why Bupa

Bupa respectfully acknowledges the Traditional
Custodians of the land on which we live and
work. We pay our respects to Elders past,
present, and emerging – for they hold the
memories, the traditions, the culture and the
hopes of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
peoples across the nation.

https://www.glenelg.vic.gov.au/Home
https://www.glenelg.vic.gov.au/Home
http://www.abs.gov.au/
https://www.realestate.com.au/
https://www.domain.com.au/
http://www.bupa.com.au/Bupa/aged-care
https://bupaanz.avature.net/careersau/Login
https://bupaanz.avature.net/careersau/Login
https://careers.bupa.com.au/
https://careers.bupa.com.au/
https://careers.bupa.com.au/why-work-at-bupa

